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Abstract

The research analyzes and studies five Sabaean inscriptions, votive
inscriptions, on stone pieces resembling obelisks, originating from the Awam
Temple (Marib), all of which date back to the reign of *Is>rh Yhdb and his
brother Yzl Byn the two kings of Saba and Dhu Raydan (mid-third century
AD). The first inscription has a warlike character, by The Qail Al-Jarti Krb‘tt
Ydft, and the most prominent thing in it is the mention of four consecutive
war events in the conflict of the Sabaeans with their opponents. Among the
new information it mentions: talking about the Sabaeans’ expulsion of the
Abyssinians from the land of Al-Rahaba Al-Saba’iyya, and the Battle of Dhu
Al-Qtb Field in the military campaign of revenge against the Abyssinians and
their allies. The second and third inscriptions mention the incident of the
illness of the Sabaean king ’Is’rh Yhdb, which he contracted due to an
epidemic that spread in the city of Sana’a, and then his recovery from it. The
first of the two inscriptions belongs to the Saba Kahlan tribe, and it is dated to
the era of the temple priest who was contemporary with this event, and his
name is: Tb® Karb bin M‘d Krb bin Kabir Halil. As for the other inscription
and the rest of the inscriptions in this research, they are for their scribe Wahb
w’m Y’df Al-Jidni Al-Haduti, from which it is clear that he is the person
chosen to bring revelation from the god EI-Magqah in matters concerning the
two kings, and the one charged with seeking guidance from them and
practicing the rituals of A/-Halwmain the temple of Awam. The importance
of these inscriptions lies in the fact that they have never been published before,
and in the linguistic content they provide, in addition to the historical and
doctrinal data and implications they provide us with. The research followed
the study of these inscriptions in terms of (their description, dating, and
meaning in Arabic), and the research focused on reviewing the topics of these

inscriptions and extrapolating their data and implications.

Keywords: Musnad Inscriptions, Awam Temple, ’Is?rh Yhdb, Y’z Byn.
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of texts, Part II. Liverpool University Press, 2000.
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